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TS NOT OFFEN-L WOULD-PASS UP AN.OPPORTUNITY TO GO RACING ON
PITTWATER TO SPEND A DAY ON A POWERBOAT. BUT WHEN IT IS A NEW
CRAND BANKS ON SYDNEY HARBOUR, YOU JUST CANT SAY NO. -
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ver the last couple of years we have been
privileged Lo cover several of the new arrivals
from Grand Banks inlo Australia. In this
fime we have come 1o know Adnan and
Bill Alle and their administration manager,
Jisclie, quite well. 'The reason | mention these

people ts that, in every instance, this team have proven a key

i DY

in :in;"'“jl::ﬁ bwats, Yo don't just pooand buy a boat, you act
i boat from someenc, 11 s plain and simple that if vou don't like

the salesperson, Uen vou won't bay the boat from them, Thave had

the opportunity 1o speak o several owners of new Grand Banks
even ones we didn’t west, and |]II,"!| all have the same ["I."ii‘-l lor the
Py ad Coend Banles Angtraliog

[ o wisit the office at dMarina Mirage on the Gold Coast vou
weill T B Lo wenth s i by siile and then vou will be treated as
the mest important peeson inthe world, Every detanl is taken care
ol and i doesn™t matter how many changies or aplions you wani
iwosall e |'-|'|'||,|||'||-.-. to Adrinn and BIL In foct this latest Lauich
L pyewe 52 Foasriapes, hind over three pages ol |'..|r1!:|'-. and oplions
reguesied by the owner, 1 first sow this when Adnan was pouring
awver The pages making sure everything woas opht betore the ship len
the fctory for Austealio,

When the ewmer of this vessel requested that the boat be
connmssioned in Sydney instead of at Millkraft in Brisbane, the
preangements were made to ship the boat into Sydnev and have it
Labie iy \||';|||_l_|a| Ly o key "\|1|!_l'.'.|h'. anel for all the work 1o be carried
ol there, This meant seversl i o Sydaey for Bill bat as he put
it s all part ob he service”

Il||"l.ll'l my arvivil i Moakes, 1 walled down ||'|Il.ll:__L':|'| all the race
boats being prepared for the Sydney to Hobart Yacht race. Hulls
were being polished, masts stepped, keels modified and evenything
checked an some ol Australia’s finest racing boats. Sitting any

sl vessel Al

all these high tech racing machines was o

£

I thouglit [ had misread the details as this was meant 1o be a 5

This was too big e be a 52 and with an overall length of 6001, this

WHS ) |,i_:_:| 52f1 boat. 1t never fails, when youo look at the lines of
o Grand Banks, you picture yourgell cruising anywhere vou like,
siting on the Oybridge out at the Teef, watching the Areworks with

your family in the Harbour, or just plam cruising. There is al

semething about a Grand Banks that a person who doesn’t know
boats would never understand.

Stepping off the dock and onto the deck, the first thing going
through my mind was to make sure 1 don't put a finger print on
it. This was semeone’s “dream boat”, Someone had worked long
and hard tooafford such a masterpiece of craltsmanship. 1t was
like jumping into a Bentley. ¥ou know evervihing is handcrafied
perfectly and the last thing vou want te do is scratch her. or pu
mark on her. However, Bill put my mind at rest and made me feel

al home,

As the day was quile warm we headed inside and closcd al
doors and turned oo the A'C, Within minutes the cabin was a
cool 24 deprees as the powerful Marine-air units pumped out the
coel alr. The interior of this boat 35 an eve opener. The minute
you walk i it hits you with the WOW factor. Open spaces, plenty

itched in

ol lighting, typical Grand Banks quality timber work,

with o blug Ultra Leather, this mlerior would impress anvone who

lowes traditiogal timber interiors. There 18 no fancy curves 1
plastic, this is all selid timber
We had entéred the side door and hence were located at the

helm, A lelm that gives total control to the skipper with all the
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necessary toys within casy reach. The whieel i a piece of work
in itself, Handerafted like the old davs, this wheel was perfect in
every way. There was not one fault on this wheel that 1 eould find,
pol ome scratch, chip, or fault in any way, Evervthing was perfect,
cacl landle identical, as though it had come ont of a mould. On
the main panel in fromt of you there was 3 complete package from
Raymarine including a E1200 Chart Motter/Radar Digplay, 240F
VHT, ST7001+ Auto.pilotand STal Trdata for speed and depih
Your had o set of Marse Controls with remote option, Sudepower
Bovethruster contrals, Maxwell Autocanchor system and o KVH
Trac Phone, Neatly concenled away under the navigation area was
an extensive Mastervall circuit board with all the switches you need

Lo tura anything on or off as well as o computank system o inform

n Casy

vt ol ik levels theouphout the boat, Al of this all wi

eewcly ol the luxurious Stidd Captain's Chair covered i oa
L Leathe

Avary o port wnd slipght aft of the helm chiair, sat a ransed fws
seeard bounge with simall table, o pecdect spon 1o s when underway
sy U skdpper (st lel alone. As Grand Banks Tikes 1o use every
perssible space, there were pwa compartments under this scaf as well
asa garbope compactor, The feoant right hand corner of the table
even folded down 1o allow easier access past the captam s char
anel Ui walle, A of this lounge wos the dipette with seating for

(e connfortabily ond six ol o squash; With so many other places

105 catt, s d=n'l a Sl yiou need (o S large amounts ol peo

anpway, Opposite 1o slorboard was the galley, This would make

aryone want to be chell 'The cream corian benchitops set off the

timber micely and provided plenty of preparation area, There

0. 1 2v Coolmatic, o

wits i separate Ieidge and frecser, both Wa

Micls Cooktop and Convechon Cwven, Flsher & Pavkel Dirawer

10

dishwasher and even the taps were a bit of luxury, provided by

What was reallv special was the cabinet space abowve the cooktog,

Most companics would try and put cupboards in this space and

only tallest people would ever find what was in thentso usually

they would end up with all those things you think you may need
one day but never do.  Instead of this !hl":r Pyl Tietle Fold down
doors underneath, within easy reach of anyone. And each of these
little cupboards had slotsn them for L‘-l.'.lli"'\.. s }':I-l'l'iﬁ,“l Ity was

one of the most clever innovations | have seen oncl boat for g long

time and a verv pood wse of space, And to make sure there are no
} !

problems with steam or smoke filling the cabin, there was a large

window right behind the cooktop, 16 vour couldn’t prepare

Heading further aft in the cabin thiat secms to o on forever,
there is the lounpe arew, Tust behind the dineine is o mini Bar aren
with Baritan iemaker and storage for wine an I.'_I.1.‘\‘\.I"|. .-J'||-!:-l1}'_ e
remining port wall i w beantilully cealt cabinet with pop up Qat
screen PV bull in,  Oppodite Lo starboard is the JI-.IILIIL}';-.' aren with
i hvdraulic adjustable height table. 1 can't give this fable juskice as

5 i 1"1,.:'|'-.'||||'..|| ‘|l|.|:-|I'. anel findsh, so it s best o ook for the

wtures in this article or have a look in person, it s the only way
VOU CAN COme o apprecinte the difference between thid tabile and o
gowad table seen i many other boats

Prcture sitting out at a reel or in the harbour sitting in the

comfort of thiv aft lounge area and looking out through all the
windows, vou have a5 speaker Bose sound svitem plaving your
favowrite tines, fine wine and champagne Qowing froin the min
bar and great company. This is living,

Heading out the alt doors and you bave a large alt deck. Maosl



Prwler stvle vessels only have a small area bere but this area was
iassive, There isalso o large teak swim platiorn with access Iy
sl ek treod Tadder, making passage tooamd from the water

eIy ,-,;||1|:|;-, Accessed Mrom the aft decl is e staivwell leading w

e |'|:r'!1|'i'||}",l.' | i sy stairwel] pred s ladder as this is a fealare
of the boat, Easy sccess up amd down o the lybridge is essential
and when you get up to the Dylridge vou koo why, Phis s the
entertaining area of the bomt. There are masses of seating and
||1|||;'||:_it'||.'__ RIS R ."\ |:':I'|.'.|.' ”l“.:" sils nedrventre div !I-u]]l'lj.: W' e, the
aren vncer the large biming and the large area i the sun, alt of the
Bimine. ‘There isa frdge and scemaker op here too, The captann «
chuir on the ebridge 1 identical to the one o the cabin and there
gre plenty of repeater instruments W0 drve the boat all day long
withoul having 1o g downstars

O the very rear of the Dvbridge is the tender which i this cose
i e Avon Jet Rib 40000, quite o large tender bt the polished
Stainless Stee] Daveo crane make light work of lowering into or ol
ol the waler. T e centre of (he boat s o hydraalically lewered
lawer which lad the twe KVH Tracvision domes on them. Whilst
the lydraulic lowering system isan aption puton by the owner, the
tawer sives the teaditional trawler sivle Joolk,

Diawnstairs and hack o the accommodation.  There are three
cabins forward of the helm station,  The stairwell winds down
and under the helm-area is a full widih master cabin with separate
lwead and shower, When | say separate | don't mean with a dividing
wall, | mean on opposite sides of the cabin, T the head there 15 4
vacuflush toilel witle "Tank Watch” gauges, very handy to make
sure you don't flood the holding tank. Thereisa 197Sony LCD and
large hanging lockers both sides of the cabin. This space is light
andl airy with cross ventilation provided by opening port holes bul
vour also have the ASC 1o condrol your sleeping environment.

111 the bow af the boat is the V1" cabin with infill piece 1o make a
large double berth ar Jeave out for twe singles, There is ance again
plenty of storage all around and even under the berth, Aft and on
starboard slde is the guest room with another double berth, Again
fiall size queens this cabin is guite roomy and has ample air from
lhe portholes: Both puest and VIP of course have separate AfC
conlrols. The VI and Guest cabins share the ene head/shower
which is te port of the guest cabin, This is quite large and again
[itteel with quality Hittings.

¢ the alt deck there is a large hatch which leads o 4 huge
lagarette, AL the time of this st the KVH Tradovision domes
[sacknt Feen stalled and both of these fitted down in the lavarctie
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Ihere is also a

and there was still plenty of rodsrm o moeve aresird

Whirlpool 6kg drver and separate washing machine in this area

Access 10 the engine ronm 15 off the front ol the lamrette and
when 1 stuck my head around the corner | couldn't helieve whi
s, This space was the bea engine roon | e seen an p bl
of this size.  In between the engines there was 6'a headeoomn,
Evervthing was drispoamd clean. expected of o new boat, but the
HIPressive |_'!|;||_,_: wets o well it was all Lnigd ow 'i.l‘\ll-i.lll'!n' 1 o't
pet excited about engiore rooms but this was something special,
That comes from someone who thinks there dare o ltenis Lo
enigintes, A kev to start it and i doesn't start, a4 mohile phoue 1o
:|.z:||_‘; somteone oo make {6 start Bul as much ss | e 1o Sy il |
think | would have agoat finding the problem down here, The two
Cummuns 540°s looked a treat. On both sides there wis il |'|}'~|J'-llllh.
stabiliser svstem fitted and aft was the Onan Genset, S0 b pressive
I woreld recommend anyone to take o peak if you pet a chance,

After & couple of hours plaving all over the boat we decided
w should actually go out for 2 run, 1 was sitting tatking 1o the
skipper whien 1 heard a slight rumble. [asked him iChe had termed
the genset on and instead he told me had had Gred up bath of the
Cummins. | wag floored at the thought, [t was sooquiel you hiad
to strain to hear the engines running and without inseruments, i
vour hearing wasn't up to seratch vou would have no ided if ey
WeTe running or niat,

We were in quite a tricky little spor but our skipper manogovred
her out easily and we set off towards the Sydpey Harbour Bridge.
At we came around the corner the wind was blowing hard on
the mose and there was the usual wash from ferries and other
recreational boats. The stability was exceptional, beyond what [
expected and then 1 recalled the stabilisers, These operated froma
panel at the hedm and when we switched them off you could notice
the difference immediately.  Whilst this is an option, it seemed o
very good option to tzke up.

As we passed the Svdney Opera House my mind was ticking
over and thinking what an lconic place this is, You have both the
Opera House and the Harbour Bridge And there we were abesrd
2 boat that is fconic in the murine game. A boat that i recognized
i any country arcund the world and a baal that evervone dreams
of owming. 11 seemud the pertect place for our test. We craised an
ot towards the heads with a stop off to take some external shots,
We wanted to try the boat insome rowgh stull so we stuck the nose
ot af the heads ot Svdney Farbour. Ustortunately the swill wasn’t

s hig s what we hoped for so we plaved close o shore o gest the
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stabilisers. The baat handled evervthing we threw at it proving
anceagain that this isa proven offshore hall, The chimes threw the
water oul (rom the side of the boat meaning the decks were dry

MNow it has always taken o lot o impress an out and out vachtie
Uhal s power boat can be good, et alone great, but Grand Banks
hive done itagain, This s such an impressive vessel all over. From
the engines room to the litle touches like the cuphoards in the
galley, everything is haid crafted and o shows

[ e been asked many tmes why someone wonld buy a Grand
Banks over the cheaper imitations and i1 15 guite simple o answer,
Step oni board and you will see first band, The quality, the name,
e |'|.'|1'|||,|_1:||,||1 andd service are wll aspHecls ol what makes a Grand
Pargks exactly what they are, They are not for some peophe. bt
a true boaling enthusiast will always tell you that if vou want a
Cranhitioni] vessel with sea keeping abiling, vou can't go past o Grand
ks,

And here In Avstealin they have eefined 1o an art, With Adnan
aned 14411 1i1|i.||||'. case ol you, Ii!. wrg 1o meet vou il youare anlersiale

nialing suve your boar s exactly what ven want, voncouldn 1 ask

g |'||_'|||_'|' i I;I-||||l||I.I|1':HI 1l |LasE ot ldn 't be the same of vou digdn

pet b service that Adirsan & Bill provide te each and every owner

el PG PEc Ve awner as the bieat demamds 1lus Kind ol service
Pl eserce tosded e, "We domt sel] bosts, we miake deeams com

e

For Tull datails on the range of Grand Banks Yachts visit
werwcgrizatharrieryachis.com.au and speak 1o Bill and Adnan

yonraelt
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LOA

LWL

Boam

Draft
[Rspracamant
Maximum Spood
Fual Capacity
Water Capacity

Engines

Discover a new world of comfort

S0t Bin dwith swim platfonm)
5dfe 1in fwithalt swim platfarm)

51kt i

151 Sin

At 100n

26,309 kg

.’.1 + kneta

4,542 litras

1,894 litrey

2 540 Cummins

(~)ebasto

Feel the drive

Blue Cool™ marine air conditioning

Turrs even the mest sweltering condili

o conl beating comdor. Your chaice of 2
salf-contained or chilled water system delivers
a neywrstandard of Furopean comfort

ny

Biwe Copi™ Premium

Supporied by our Australian and New Zesland Service Network

[
B

Froocall: TR00 244 494

Sivre Mea! v

NIL: Q800 493 237

Blue Heat® heating systems

Mothing extands the boating seasen ke
a Wahasto heating systerm. Qur heaters
are powerful enough to heat a yacht, yel
small enough 1o e fittet out of sight

W wiebasto com.au




