


THE GRAND BANKS 47 HERITAGE CLASSIC
REPRESENTS THE NEXT GENERATION FROM
THIS VENERAELE BUILDER BY GEORGE SASS JR.

“They're calling for ten footers outside of Man O'War cut," [
reported back to my friend Mark Mitchell, “but we gotta get
going!”

*George, are you sure?” he cautioned on the other end of the line
from Ft. Lauderdale, “that’s heavy stuff”

“We've been stuck in Marsh Harbour for four days and 1 really
need a break to clear my head. We're going.”

Mark, a professional delivery captain, and [ were supposed to
piggv back two Grand Banks 42s to the Caribbean. However, he
was waiting out the weather system that stalled over the Bahamas
while [ was already in the Abacos. And | was running out of time
and falling under the spell of the local rum punch. It was time to
escape to the safety of the sea.

To make a long story short, we were pounded by severe weath-
er for the entire trip to the Virgin Islands (log onto www.boatdi-
gest.com/node/192 for the complete adventure), but mv respect
for the Grand Banks 42 Classic was solidified. We had been to
the brink together, and she delivered me back safely creating a
loval disciple forever in her debt. In order to fulfill my journalisic
requirements, | need to mention that I worked for the company
for several years.

Thus it was with a tempered amount of excitement kept in check
by a small dose of skepticism that I approached my evaluation of
the new Grand Banks 47 Heritage Classic that would replace my
old friend. The GB 42 Classic was first introduced in 1965, which
is arguably the longest production run in boating history. To
“replace” a model that had spawned an industry of imitators and




Famil; Valugs

: s :

O 4RE sl
e Lo o T 7
2500 229 i
Spends meagred by GRS off

af Bimint wisly adults aboard,
1mﬂ_ﬂhu Wlﬂ,tﬂf-.ﬂn!:l EFﬂ' HE.1B.
fuel. Sound fevels neastnd
at the lower hielm in dbA:
Shis were calh, winds 15
knots, termperaliee 82

e e,

SPECIFIGATIONS

Baga Prics, e POR i
LOA s sesesmpimnnsin e 5'0" S

BN e 159
Displacemont........53,333 bs.
BB s eassni vt gl

PR 1
Test Power (2) 567-hp
Caterpillar C8 deeaed Inbosrds,
Standard (2 455 hip Caterpiliar
G dipasls,

defined teaditional cruising design was something that Grand
Banks did not take lightlv. Even before its introduction, loval
GB 42 owners were bemaaning the introduction of the 47
and guestioning the direction the company was taking.

The mest significant change of this new genre of Grand Banks
that sent shivers through the saloons of GB loyalists is the
underbody hull design. (See “V for Victory,” Janmuary/February
2007 or log onto wwwhoatdigest.com/node/248 for a full
explanation of the genesis of the new hull design.) The sue
confronting Grand Banks was the fact that the onginal 42 hul
design was intended to he powered by smaller, six ovlinders,
120 hp Ford Lehman diesels that would miserly sip fuel while
pushing the GB 42 along at 8.5 knots. Over time, however, buy-
ers began to vearn for more speed, demanding larger horsepow-
er diesels. A typical combination is a pair of 375 hp Caterpillar
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3208TAs or a pair of 330 hp 31T6TAs Some buvers ¢ven
requested up to 433 hp Cats and 465 hp Yanmars. Basically, if
enough horsepower is applied, the 42 will plane and ride on the
after, flar chines However, the efficiency quickly diminishes. It
is ot a secret that at speeds 16 knots or higher the 42 pushes
a lov of water.

Personally, | chink the GB 42 sweet gpot is around 12-13
knots The boat is dry, economical, and clicks the miles off the
log. Yet the Grand Banks folks charged with selling new boats
could nmot ignore that their dealers and customers were
demanding more horsepower. They realived that if this was the
case, then they needed to provide these bigger engines in an
efficient hull design, necessitating more radical changes than
what were done before. The decision was made to enlist the
naval architects from Sparkman and Stephens, The natable tirm




penned a modified V-hull and first introduced this on the com-
pany's Buropa version of the 47,

While | was driving the first 47 Heritage Classic off Bimini we

loppy sea, running about three feet with a fow

in to keep usalert: 1 throttled back the

twin 367 hip Caterpillar C% diesels and reacted asif | weas driv-

ing t]n—- ariginal GB with the deep foretoot and longer keel "Trv

picking her up a bit,"offered Larry Crouch, the west and south-

past custamir service manager for Grangd Banks, noticing we

sat was comfortahle and dry The con-
is not to blaze a trail at high speeds, but
the upper teens, speeds in which the 42 was
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less efficient. Score one for the new 47,
But bevond performance, how did a boat that replaced a ven-

erable cruising classic stack up when it came to cruising ameni-

ties gnd comfort? 1 had twe o
from Bimini o Fr. Lauderdale; and an avernight stay in Florida
to find out.

ThL first thing [ noticed when stepping on |'=:'-artl is th
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mnre than the GB 42 and 4 Inches more 'r_ha.n rhe comipa
22 This provides a large saloon area, while still allowing
walkaround sice decks With 3 nod towards the company's tra-
ditional heritage the decks are teak. However, with an equally
forceful nod towards the company’s embrace of new design and
technology, gone are bronze screws and bungs Today, GB lays

the teak deck down into layers of epoxy and seals the weal on
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new item on o GB and perfects the space for

S
t reveals vast improvement is the access to the Hy

v, O the 42 vou exit fromea door at the for-

wo very small teak steps onto the wp of the aft
se, and then climb three stairs to the briclge, This is okay in
perfect weather and when empty handes]. But throw in seme rough
stufl or a cheese platter, and vou're hegging For trouble. On the 47,
v companionway door leads directly from the saloon to the alte
wuse and then up to the fly bridge. In addition, wider steps
cessed into the side of the deck howse are easy to nepotinte while
Ieimaming out ~'.‘I rI‘il' way
Grand Banks addresses dinghey AU by ,'||.|- i cho ks o the Lo
of the att cabin house and recessing the optional davig into the side
of the bricdge. 1didn't have the oppartunity to launch the tender, bul
n theory 1U's 0 smart I'I;i!:. wtion, It l.”l.l'."."': AR RIS i .|| SR :1||-.|I |;1|
a ey ._i_.-: -’:".-! K s the l.-.-'|'_'||_| ||'-1'. '|.-.| neEiles I|Il' |||'|'|,| ‘:l‘-l ||.|'\.'i|_'1_
it enough thought is given to tender st e €1
boat's intended for crulsing. Score another one For the 47
|!|- 47 interior ::-‘.i: TS 4 SO |.'|'|||.||l\.'\| |'”|rr| |.|-:|||| 4 ir.|||i| H.I|'||';";
update the overall stvling of euch new model, The interor |4
in the golden teak the . ampany is known for vet the i
ction reveils a more o e O rary ||.'.|:' The vrsele wehien

i5 15 1o steacldle the line between what's |:‘!1":I'~II'|_|:_ to the eve
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Reservations for Two

Imagine the perfect getaway. A place that serves
your favorite food and is impeccably decorated to
your own good taste. Imagine a place that is so com-
fortable, you won't want to leave. Now imagine a
breathtaking view that changes every day... and you
don't even need a reservation.
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Ihe master stataroom banelits fram the 47 hetffy

part, it appears as i Grand Baoke applicd o foe mix of stvle

Functianality, There were a few items, however, that 1w
chnnge. For instance, the drower pulls under the master b
lawe sharp, Bard cornees, and are positioned exactly ot ankle
height, Mus the conrpany replaced baree] ol and hooks wsed
o securing dooes sAath maenetic latches, These are much mone
\,i'll]'l.'l.'l'lil'l'-|_ |‘l|||I 'n.'|||.'|'| WO W 1 A« |||‘\_‘,'l. 1||1' magmet i | 118! ;";l.'.

1.':'||.||.';| ot hald the doors and ||‘|l'j\' were |".1|a|'_|1|'.'. around

Thanks to the beam, the lavout wants lor nothing, and Cirand
Banks did a superb job of maximizing space. The galley 15 a step
"'ll.'ll“.'l.' r.lll' '-:'Il-i'":'lll Aree :_II'.I.i 150 prent -.l:ll'l'lilll'l'ulhl i"-"[‘.'.'.r:: a

dovwers galley and oo up golley mrangement. Adter o plioteshoot,

we easily accommeodated ten peoaple in the saloon. And just like
at home, we were mostly gathered around the galley, serving up
some spacks, and chating away. Storage in the j_"ﬂl]i_"l.-‘ i more
than sufficient for long cruises with the family, and in fact is

abundant throughout the boat. The L-settee is oppasite the

retractable Hat-screen television and made a comfortable place
to kick back and relax. The double helm seat easily slides and
the bine of sight from the lower helm station is good,

Both staterooms are heads and tails bevond the GB 42, The
guest stuteroom has an island berth that replaces the tradition-
al V-herth of the 42 Classic, The head, although scill techinical-
Iy a wet-head, is spacious and piry. The aft shower is one of the
best 've seen ona boat less than 60 feet. The stall s SIS
and the water pressure is better than my house, 11U was my

|

Bavat, T weoudd install o band mil in the stall adding o level of sate-

Iy |-.|!|-:..;.:

vou toshower while underwiy

F.xa et for a few of the hardwaire details and somwe odds :|||||
ends, there was nothing that the 42 did beteer than the 47, Yes
the hull -i-'ml.,‘ru L3 -|If!~'le'r|'l. bt ARt 1 perllects what the e
rent buvers are fooking for, The overall rale of o serfous coastal
cruiser Is not diminished in the slightest, so you may just get to
vour destination a little quicker, ina lot more comlore, As in all
things that involve families, it maoy be time For the 42 to make
a little room at the wable for the mext generation ol Coranl
Civaned Fiearhes Youchts, {200) 382010
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