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. "he new EASTBAY 45 SX frum Grand ‘Banks demonstrates
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a flair for cruising comfort and fine performance in Bahamian waters.
Story by:-Capt. John Wooldridge Photography by Gary John Norman




IT WAS BLOWING A STEADY 18 KNOTS OUT OF
the south the afternoon we cast off the lines to make a
L-nautical-mile run from South Bimini 1o Car Cay in
the Bahamas for o test drive of the new Grand Banks
Hastbay 45 SX. The Gulf Stream greeted us with
endless rows of fonr-footers, some of which appeared to
be steeply stacked up on top of one another. [ throttled
up to about 25 knots and let the deep-V hull designed
by C. Raymond Hunt Associates go 1o work.

The hull’s sharp forefoor effectively cut into the
approaching waves, while the flare forward knocked
down the spray and added just enough buoyancy 1o
provide 1ift as we drove through the blue water. Wide
chines alt provided excellent side-to-side stability when
we turned the boat to quarter the seas, At the helm,
while looking for the flatter spots to give my shipmates
the mast comfortable ride possible, 1 misjudged one of
the taller waves and the boat quickly dropped several
feer down ity back side, The Eastbay landed level and
without a bone-jarring reentry, thanks 1o the deep-V
shape amidships. The props staved in the water, hooked
up and driving, and we never lost headway.

The marriage of a Hunt-designed hull with the
renowned boatbuilding
experrise of Grand Banks
has produced a yacht that
makes cruising in less
than perlect conditions a
real confidence builder.
One thing 1 never heard
during the sea trial was
creaking joinerwaork,
rattling drawers or
clattering doors.
Evervthing abeurt the
interior in the Hasthay 45
SX 15 builr to go to sea.

This vacht is one of
six in the BEastbay family
of Downeast-inspired

EASTBAY 45

cruisers, It joins the 39,

49 and 55-footers in the SX
line of performance-oriented
models that feature a fully
enclosed salon with hardrop; It
offers wonderful views and outstanding protection from
the clements.

One of the most attractive things about the Bastbay
45 SX is the range of accommaodation plans it’s affered
with, The standard plan features a large salon wich
seating for about cight people, galley down to port and
two staterooms with a single head and enclosed shower,
The boat 1 tested had the palley up and relocaved o the
aft port corner of the salon, which meant fewer stairs to
climb when serving meals. It also placed the serree-and
dining table directly opposite the helm; so that family
and guests stay very much in touch with the helmsman
and have identical views forward—a nice option.

Crar est boat had the standard guest stateroom
forward of the helm, which is great for families. Some




owners niay prefer to convert this space to an office.
To do so, Grand Banks installs pocket doors in place
of the bulkhead: they slide open and hide away, and
open up the lower level very nicelv. In the space to port
where the galley normally is locared, our test boat had
a utility room with a combo washer Adrver (oprional)
and a frcezer, two fearures few cruising vachtsmen will
want toy be without. This space can also be configored
as 2 day head,

All Tayoues for the Eastbay specify a master stateroom
forward with a queen-size islind berth; teak-and-holly
steps are on either side. Finished in weak cetling strips
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HULL MAGIC: The deep-V hull by C. Raymond Hunt Assoclates
produces n comfartable ride In open waters (above), |s stable
at rost (below), and draws less than four feet (bottom left).

and furnished with two hanging lockers, the master

15 a4 warm and inviting living space for owners, Two
wide drawers in the base of the beauriful, handerafied
berth showease the fine joinerwork thar Grand Banks
is known for, The adjoining head comparoment has o
contemporary shower with acrvlic cvlindrical door and
a teak-and-holly sole thar's hand-fit and beautifully
finished.

In the main salon, the wood sole 15 complemented by
finely finished reak in window treacments and mullions,
carcfully fit furniture and a helm that is as functional as
it is beautiful. The designers wisely left ¢nough room
on the console for a pair of large electronic displays,
mounted at a height thar makes it easy for the driver o
sec vimal navigation information at a glance. Electronic
engine displavs lank the wheel, making detailed
performance data available ar the touch of a burton,
The teak-rimmed sport steering wheel tilts, and the
Stidd helm chair is mounted roa mechanism, hidden in
a teak base, thar adjusts the chair fore and aft.

When the weather's right, the driver can toucha
button and increase the natural vencilation by opening
a power sunroot. & power window behimd the sink in
the aft bulkhead also lowers on cue, and che upper
half of the Dutch-stvle cabin door opens manually
for even more airflow. Screened sliding side windows,
plus skylight hatches with screens and blinds, are alse
included. An entertainment center located behind
the helm houses a flar-screen TV mounted on a lift,
Here you'll also find locker stowage and an optional
icemaker.

The granite and teak galley is mostly located to post,
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although a sccond granite
countertop for additional
wiorking space and a below-
counter refrigeraror are
located just across the aisle
to starhoard, The galley
also includes a microwave/
convection oven, electric
cooktop and a deep stainless
sink to wark with, plus an
exhaust blower and enough
stowage to please any
cruising chef.

Access to the enging room
is threongh a hatch in the
galley sole, Climbing down,
[ saw that both engines were
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WEATHER REPORT: A fully enclosed salon offers
protection from the elements (left); excellent visibllity
from the helm (above); and snug comfort In the master
stateroom with a queeén-sized berth (below, left).

-:-_':ui;'-:"-._ul with centerline service posnts fonr ey checks.
lhere are Groco Safety Seacocks on raw-water inlets

to help conteol flooding in the event of a hull breach,
Racor warer-separating fuel filters for cach engine as
well as for the Onan 9-kW genser, plus raw-water intake
strainers for the engines, Dela- T Adr Demisters supply
the engine roam with plenty of clean, dry dir, while

he entire engine comparement is well-insulated to

help reduce sound in the salon above and staterooms
forward. A close look ar clectrical connections showved

that all wiring was numbered and colored for easy
mainicnance

All in all, the Grand Banks Eastbay 45 5K 132
splendid example of the compa s Commitment
o guality. Ir%s designed well and finished re high
standards, facts I'll most likely remember whenever |
think of that fantastc ride our of Bimini™y
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