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BLUE BLAZER

THE GRAMD BANKS 45 EASTEAY SX COMBINES TIMEL WITH FRESH STYLING.
BY GEORGE SASS JR, PHOTOS BY JONATHAN COOPER
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'E'hu. evalution of down cast inspired designs during the past
several decades has been an interesting process o ohserve: This
genre of desipn was inspired by the salv, no-nonsense Maine-
Erjbiit libster beats. Occasianally 4 vachtsman commissioned 5
vard to finish o hull with 4 “vacht”interior, although they were
still rather bosic when it came to styling and  amenities
Lventually hoats from Maine builders such ac Wilbwur, Farvis-
Newrnan, Spencer, and Wesmac biegan to carve their own slice
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of the pie gracing waterways around North Amerca

There were certainly a fowr tlashier, plusher designs produced
by custom and semi-custom vards such as Alden Yachts and
Ted Hood's Litde Harbor The production market, however,
was relatively void of down east styled production models Lt
the mid 1990s. Grand Banks Yachts was ane of the pinneers in
this niche market with the introduction of its Eacthay series i
P03, Tt cheveloped the winning formuola of combining a Ry
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Hunt-hull with the legendary build qual-
of a Grand B Che Frst Cranel
ks Ensthay was o 38 express with

aould stir the emo-

S0y ITatter

) I e beaned, few

could arm o was timaeless,
like the blue blizer many of us have

(T fulfill m

ind Banks unel 20
v Girane Bay nsthay 45 is the
fatest i the series anel relies on the same
winming combination, but S|rees 1 the

formula dramatically

addres
g to w5t and

ty dlictated the convenience of an express
stvled hoat This target audivnee s
tainly receptive t the 38 concept, how
ever an enkirely new, broader market was
perracted to the sty porfarmane, anl
guality of the Easth entually the
COMmpany Ir'.frlhlllnl.'\l al models LIt
to 55 feet and today production matches
that of its venerable trawler series,

Soon this niche market was ooded
with a host of builders dding
wave, However, these early de

Easthay included, did hove some

nal laft) has the gz
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comings. My trend and marine industry veteran the late

Chip Shea, had o pood perspective on the down east fury
Yo low, 1 see some 2y ]‘lu|'. into the marina next to me
an a million dollar down east beat, and he's still walking

down the dock with his toiletry kit to take a shower

|'II.'I.'i'Il'INI.' he's pol a HI"I1i'1” Crumamy wiel head. 1 spent i'u.]H."]'.

and ' surroundesd by the comforts of home”
ot Chip's sentiment and became keenly aware of it while

cruising on and testing a variety of designe

Sebot ol thise carly destes were mice 1o look at, but whes
canme o creature commforts and updated imedor syling, they
el short, In s AT, the evolutionary lndder dicl vor T | the
t|-'.5i;',|| i |u':.ll|',|| their tditional, conservative, Yankee
rocds s it possible to stll maintam the dassic clements of
|,|I!-'|'\\,l'|| =14l |i|'_1|:'_||. VoL Sprace a1 up for a e ||.'I‘--.J".‘.:1|:'.'
Pneseer? ' Tle viewe Eastliay 45 4 prool positive that i is

The exteror styling cucs ore subtle, bt as a swhole,

the Fastbay a wink toward contemporary influence. A
strome ofTort waw miade o solien things up a little. Foe
instance, ports are now rounded versus the ofiginal rectan

pular coes of the eorficer modele The stanchions slope for-

'.-1\.-:||||I anel the l'|i.','||" of the deck hous windows are soft-
el and curve provnd the rear of the house

Yoo the 45 stll features the same details it make the
series sopopular with cruisers. The side decks are wide
anil PECLUTE Ney PwIsHng or TUrming 1o gel o the bow, There
are-large cleats and chocks, including properly positioned
amidships eleats that are large enough to allow you 1o
donhle up a Fore and aft spring. The vard also placed grab
ratls where vou need them o insure o safe passage
betwaen the bow und the cod L|'-i| | like the Fact that the
forward coach ool is finished with a painted non-skid.
Without it the area would be a skating rink when wet,
The one extevior change | would suggest is alierng the
mast to allow lor an open array radar

At press time the company was modifving the 45 1o allow
for a larges cockpit, foregoing the fixed fiberglass swam plat-
Farm that was desioned to easily accommodate 2 ender
Personally, I thought the size of the cockpit was more than
adeguate and 1 liked having & smart tender retrieval systermn
['he lines of the 45 are ton sweet to hang an ansightly inflar-

he comp

able off the transom, Although T commend

making the change after digesting customer fesdback

Oine of the unique features that forces the cliche—"this
is not your father's Eastbay'—is the drop-down window
and Dutch-door between the cockpit and saloon

design joins the two social centers: the =a

cockpit. This gives o large mdoorfomdoer great room of
sarts, [ was able woput the concept to the test during

photeshoot happy hour in the Bahamas The design's bu
tiomality was increased by the placement of the gallev in the

aft port comer This arangement  conmmmeed on page 68

The surrcst SpnE U i sglacn with a1 and Lok
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